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Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir : 

Prior to examination of the above-identified 
application, please amend as follows: 


IN THE CLAIMS 


Delete claims 1-17 and reinsert the subject matter 
thereof as follows: 


18. (new) A method for protecting a surface at 
one end of a reaction chamber having a longitudinal axis 
transverse to said surface, said surface having a central 
area close to said axis and a periphery remote from said 
axis, the method comprising 


